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be able to maximize competition and evaluate 
all potential bidders under its utility privatiza-
tion programs based upon the true cost of 
their services. It will ensure the successful im-
plementation of this cost-saving effort and pro-
vide desperately needed financial flexibility to 
meet other pressing national defense prior-
ities. I urge my colleagues to join me on this 
proposal. 
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Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute and honor to the 
accomplishments of Corporal Valentino Fal-
con, City of Chino, Officer of the Year 2001. 

Corporal Falcon joined the Chino Police De-
partment on April 24, 1989. He was promoted 
to Corporal on September 15, 1996. 

As Weaponless Defense Instructor, and As-
sistant Team Leader on the SWAT team, Cor-
poral Falcon has instructed the Citizen Acad-
emy participants in gang crimes. He has also 
addressed the attendees of the California 
State Parent and Teachers Association on 
gang crimes and violence in schools. He has 
generously volunteered to share his expertise 
by going on Patrol to mentor marginal trainees 
going through the Field Training Office Pro-
gram. Corporal Falcon continues to provide 
support to officers wherever they are as-
signed. 

Corporal Falcon currently serves as the 
President of the Political Action Committee, 
the Chino Police Department liaison for the In-
land Empire Coalition Against Hate Crimes, 
and is a member of the Inland Valley Robbery/ 
Homicide Investigators Association, the San 
Bernardino County Gang Violence Suppres-
sion Project, and the Inland Empire Gang/ 
Drug Task Force. 

Assigned as the case agent in the investiga-
tion of the death of Officer Russell Miller, his 
involvement in developing the effective use of 
PowerPoint in the closing arguments will be-
come the norm in the near future. His dili-
gence and outstanding professional approach 
to each case he handles, have gained the re-
spect of other police agencies, and members 
of the legal community. 

The exemplary commitment to the Chino 
Police Department, leadership skills and ex-
ceptional civic responsibility demonstrated by 
Corporal Falcon have truly earned him the 
recognition as Chino Police Officer of the 
Year. I sincerely extend my congratulations 
and thank him for his service to his commu-
nity. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Gilbert Rivera, a man who takes tremendous 

pride in his heritage and humble beginnings, 
for his tireless work on behalf of his commu-
nity. 

Gilbert Rivera left Puerto Rico for the Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant community of Brooklyn when 
he was nine years old. After graduating from 
Automotive High School, Rivera entered the 
United States Army. 

After finishing his service in the United 
States Army, Gilbert began working for a small 
construction company and saved his money to 
start his own company. His dream was real-
ized when he and his twelve siblings started 
AM & G Waterproofing after purchasing an 
abandoned building. As a self-starter, Gilbert 
knew what it would take to make his busi-
nesses succeed and today he employs over 
two hundred workers at AM & G. Mr. Rivera 
has also been tremendously successful with 
his other enterprise, the Park Avenue Home 
Center, which boasts over 15,000 square feet 
of retail space and offers top name, quality 
products for both contractors and consumers. 

In addition, Gilbert has a deep commitment 
to his community and recognizes that with his 
success comes his responsibility for leader-
ship and mentoring. That is why he is a bene-
factor to numerous charitable and community 
programs. Rivera’s belief in ‘‘giving back’’ to 
the community is visible by looking at the pro-
grams which he supports that influence inner 
city minority youth. 

Mr. Speaker, Gilbert Rivera has devoted his 
life to better serving his community. He 
spends time and tireless energy lending him-
self to his community. As such, he is more 
than worthy of receiving our recognition today. 
I hope that all of my colleagues will join me in 
honoring this truly remarkable man. 
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Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to salute Dencil Haycox, the city 
of Rio Rancho’s first and only public safety of-
ficer, on the occasion of his retirement after an 
impressive two decades of dedicated service. 

Chief Haycox was first hired in 1981 as a 
police planner to set up the Rio Rancho Police 
Department shortly after the city of 10,000 in-
corporated. He quickly established a force 
consisting of one sergeant and seven officers. 
In 1985, he became the director of public 
safety when the City Council created the cur-
rent Department of Public Safety. Since then 
he built the current force of 104 police officers 
and 37 fire and rescue personnel. 

Chief Haycox’s commitment and leadership 
truly have been instrumental in enhancing the 
special quality of life in the City of Vision. In 
Chief Haycox, people have been served by 
someone who has made their safety and well- 
being his life’s work and has been very atten-
tive to their needs. He has served under eight 
different mayors, and during that time he has 
shown his willingness to respond to problems, 
large and small, for the people he served. 

He literally took a department that did not 
exist and made it into what it is today. His col-
leagues have described him as someone who 
set high standards for his department and al-
ways wanted to help his employees grow pro-
fessionally. For example, when an employee 
made a mistake, he tried to use the mistake 
as a learning opportunity. 

Rio Rancho is extremely fortunate to have 
had the leadership of an individual as dedi-
cated, experienced, and successful as Dencil 
Haycox. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
saluting him on the occasion of his retirement, 
and I wish him continued success. 
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Mr. BOYD. Mr. Speaker, throughout history, 
the bravery and dedication demonstrated by 
soldiers has long been remembered. As a vet-
eran of the Vietnam War, I wanted to take the 
time to recognize important, yet often forgot-
ten, heroes of the United States of America. 

As you may know, dogs have gone through 
combat at the side of their masters or have 
been used in direct support of combat oper-
ations throughout the history of warfare. The 
Army Quartermasters Corps began the U.S. 
Armed Forces first war dog training during 
WW II and continued to employ trained dogs 
in Korea. In Vietnam, the U.S. Army was the 
largest employer of War Dogs of all the serv-
ices and used Sentry, Scout, Tracker, Mine 
and Tunnel dogs. 

During my service in Vietnam as a rifle pla-
toon leader in the 101st Airborne Division, I 
had many opportunities to work with these 
dogs and their handlers. More specifically, my 
unit was in service with the 48th Infantry Scout 
Dog Platoon during the Lam Son campaign in 
March of 1971. These dogs were an integral 
part of our forces. They were trained to work 
in silence, provided early warnings of snipers, 
ambushes, mines, booby traps, and other dan-
gers in the surrounding area. Scout Dog 
Teams were normally first in line when on pa-
trol; our eyes and ears, our first line of protec-
tion. 

Although thousands of dogs have partici-
pated in the line of duty with American troops, 
they also provided a unique sense of comfort 
and protection for soldiers who were wounded 
or in need of assistance. Fiercely loyal to han-
dlers and fellow troops, the military recognized 
the contributions and impact dogs had on war 
efforts. While there are ample examples of 
heroism displayed by these selfless canine 
combatants, I can recall one specific instance 
that demonstrates the relationship between 
the dogs and soldiers. 

On patrol one afternoon, the scout dog and 
his handler assigned to my group met with 
some trouble. The handler was seriously in-
jured and needed to be medevaced out for im-
mediate medical assistance. Attesting to the 
strength of the bond between dog and human, 
the handler expressed concern that the dog, 
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